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Dear Colleague

February Mailing 2011

I have pleasure in enclosing the monthly mailing for February from UCAS and UCAS Media.

UCAS Extra: 25 February

Included in this mailing is a poster promoting Extra. UCAS Extra is available from 
25 February 2011, and is for applicants who have used all five choices on their application but are holding no offers – they may have been unsuccessful or they may have declined their offers.  Extra gives those applicants the chance to maintain their motivation by adding additional choices, one at a time, before Clearing.  Extra is applicant driven and all choices are made through the online Track service. Last year over 7,000 applicants obtained a place in higher education through Extra.
Courses that have places available are indicated on Course Search from 25 February 2011 by the annotation ‘x’ after a course title.  Not all courses are available in Extra and applicants should research availability not only through Course Search but also directly with universities and colleges.
More information for advisers is available at www.ucas.com/advisers/sixsteps/offers/extra.

More information for applicants is available at www.ucas.com/students/offers/extra where they can watch the UCAStv video ‘How to use Extra’. 

Researching courses for 2011 entry
Please ensure that your applicants carefully research the courses and institutions they wish to apply to. In particular, they should take account of the detailed information provided by the institutions within the Entry Profiles on Course Search at www.ucas.com. 

We would like to highlight that typical offers provided within Entry Profiles are indicative of the level of offer that an applicant may receive. The actual offer may be different as institutions take into account the whole application not just the qualifications of an applicant.

24 March application deadline

This is the application deadline for the receipt at UCAS of applications for art and design courses except those listed with a 15 January deadline. The following PDF document lists the courses with a 24 March deadline www.ucas.com/documents/ucasguides/artdes24mar.pdf.
Early start dates

Please ensure that applicants take care when applying to courses with early start dates. Applicants that receive an offer for a course with an early start date, such as May, will need to ensure that they are replying to those offers as early as possible through Track.

Invitation decisions - invitation to attend an interview or audition or provide a portfolio, essay or other piece of work

Those universities and colleges that may interview, audition or request additional work, such as an essay or a portfolio, are able to indicate through Course Search that a course may require one of these elements. In addition, a university or college is able to send invitations to applicants online. If an applicant receives an invitation they must reply online using Track.  Applicants have an opportunity to accept, decline or request an alternative time and date.  If they need to change the date they will need to do this directly with the university or college. 

When a university or college informs us of an invitation, an applicant will receive notification that a change has occurred on their application and should be vigilant in replying to the invitation on Track as soon as possible. Applicants accepting directly to the university must also reply online using Track by the time and date given.

Decisions and reply dates

Many applicants will have received one or more decision by now but some applicants may be waiting for their first decision from their universities or colleges. In order to advise applicants during this period, please make sure that you and your colleagues are aware of the timetable for institution decisions and applicant replies at www.ucas.com/advisers/importantdates. 

Please ensure that applicants read and understand the offers they receive from universities and colleges including when they must achieve the conditions specified.  Decisions will, in most instances, be based on future examinations an applicant is taking.  To secure a place in 2011, all conditions of an offer must be met by 31 August 2011 or a date may be indicated by the university. This date also applies to applicants wanting to take a gap year or defer their entry for 2012.

Changes to future examinations since the application was sent to UCAS must be sent to the universities and colleges to which they applied and to us.  If the applicant has already received an offer, the university or college may need to change their offer or decision.

Course Search for 2012 entry

Changes to policy on student finance arrangements and higher education funding mean many universities may be delayed in planning and confirming the courses they will be offering for 2012 entry. UCAS’ commitment is on ensuring the information it does make available on Course Search is accurate and so we have reviewed our processes for 2012 entry. 

Applicants and their advisers will be able to research courses and their content in exactly the same way as in previous years from May 2011. The fees information (where applicable) will be available on Course Search in early July 2011, meaning applicants will still have the summer to make their final decision and do any further research before applications can start to be submitted from September 2011.

Parent Guide 2012

Please find enclosed a copy of our new Parent Guide – designed for parents, grandparents and guardians of students who are planning to enter higher education in 2012.

In addition to the guide there is also a designated parents' section on the main UCAS website at www.ucas.com/parents.  There is useful information here which is relevant to parents and guardians of students wherever they are in their journey to higher education.  The site also contains clear guidelines about the UCAS application process, weighing up the options and top tips on how parents can help their son or daughter through what can be a very daunting and stressful time.  

Parents can sign up for the e-newsletters from UCAS, which provide news and information relevant to the time of the application cycle.  They can also register to receive a copy of the Parent Guide or download it from the site, as well as join the UCAS parents' blog.

The guides are free, but there will be a charge for postage. Parent Guides come banded in packs of 50 and the postage is £6 per box. Each box contains a maximum of 150 copies, but lesser quantities can be ordered.  As usual, the Publication Services Team will require a purchase order number prior to processing so that an invoice can be sent to you for the postage charge.  Alternatively, we can accept credit/debit card payments.  You can contact the Publication Services Team by email publicationservices@ucas.ac.uk or fax +44 (0)1242 544 806.
Parent Guide information for Welsh centres 

A Welsh/English language version of the Parent Guide will be available as a PDF in April 2011. 
Events update

UCAS Admissions Conference: 
Admissions within the changing landscape of HE
19 – 20 April 2011

Hilton Birmingham Metropole

Chaired by Professor Sir Deian Hopkin, the 2011 Admissions Conference will provide keynote presentations looking at forthcoming and longer-term changes within admissions, higher education and the wider issues affecting admissions to higher education.  Keynote speakers will include: Andy Westwood, Chief Executive of Guild HE; Angela Milln, Acting Academic Registrar, Bristol University; Professor Les Ebdon, CBE, VC, University of Bedfordshire; and Aaron Porter, President, NUS.

Workshops will follow three strands: ‘training and learning’; soft-skills training to enhance the admissions role; and ‘sharing’.

For more information about the event, please see https://www.ucasevents.com/admissions.

International Advisers’ Conference
2-3 June 2011 
Hotel Russell, London
With the increasing number of international applicants applying to study in the UK and similar increase in demand for information and advice, we are pleased to announce a new conference especially dedicated to international teachers and advisers.  This two day programme is specifically targeted at advisers from international schools, colleges, agencies and other centres supporting international students looking to apply to UK Higher Education. A tailor-made programme including keynote addresses, workshops and discussion panels from experts within the sector will be offered along with pre- and post-event tours of UK universities and colleges. Please promote this conference to any international advisers you may work with.  

There will also be opportunities for member institutions to network with advisers during the conference,  including:

· a dedicated pre-dinner speed dating / networking session allowing HEIs to meet international advisers

· gala dinner allowing institutions to host a table of international advisers.

Further details on this and the rest of the conference programme will follow shortly in the New Year at https://www.ucasevents.com/internationaladvisers 

Higher education conventions 
The deadline to subscribe has now passed.  If you have not subscribed to the 2011 network of events and would like to exhibit at one or more of the conventions, there is still time to join us as a stand sale exhibitor.  Please visit the website www.ucasevents.com/conventions or contact us for further details: conventions@ucas.ac.uk. 

If you would like to be kept up to date about forthcoming events, please join our mailing list www.ucasevents.com/eventsmailinglist. 

You can also follow us on twitter www.twitter.com/ucasevents. 
If you have any feedback relating to this mailing, please email me at monthly.mail@ucas.ac.uk.  
Yours sincerely 
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Andrea Robertson

Director of Customer Operations
Revenue generated by advertising is invested by UCAS in order to enhance our applications services and to keep the cost to applicants as low as possible. UCAS and UCAS Media do not endorse promotional material from any organisation.
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