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March 2011

Dear Colleague

March Mailing 2011

I have pleasure in enclosing the monthly mailing for March from UCAS and UCAS Media.

24 March application deadline

This is the application deadline for the receipt at UCAS of applications for art and design courses except those listed with a 15 January deadline.

Applicants can find out whether art and design courses have a 15 January or 24 March deadline on our website at www.ucas.com/students/applying/whentoapply. The deadline date is also published in Course Search on the course information page in the section entitled ‘information required to complete the UCAS application’.

UCAS Extra

Extra starts on 25 February 2011. Eligible applicants are those who have used all five choices on their application and have, for whatever reason, found themselves without a committed place. Courses in Extra are indicated with an ‘X’ on Course Search at www.ucas.com. 

Replying to offers

Some students will now be in a position to reply to their offers having received all decisions on their application (regardless of when they received them). Students can reply online through the Track service. 

This is just a gentle reminder that applicants who receive all decisions on their application by 31 March will have a reply date of 5 May. Applicants who have not received all decisions by this date will have a later reply date, dependent on when the last decision is received.

It is important that students understand the offer they have to attain before making their replies.

Information on replying to offers is available from this link: www.ucas.ac.uk/advisers/sixsteps/offers/replying. 

Closing courses

Universities and colleges are now able to close courses in the UCAS scheme when places have been filled, once the deadline date for that course has passed. Students will be able to view both open and closed courses on Course Search; courses that are closed will be annotated with a ‘c’.

It is also important for students when looking at course availability to ensure they check the entry requirements and if the institution is accepting applications for deferred entry before submitting an application or adding on any additional choices using the Track service.

Student finance information

For new students applying for student finance for 2011 entry the following dates apply for submitting applications for finance with the relevant organisation.

Student Finance Northern Ireland available from 14 February with a deadline of 4 May.

Student Finance Wales available from 21 February with a deadline of 15 April.

Student Finance England available from 16 March with a deadline of 31 May.

Student Finance Scotland (SAAS) available from April this year with a deadline of June. (Exact dates still to be confirmed.)

Order Adviser Track and access Applicant Status Reports for your centre
Ordering Adviser Track allows you to access Applicant Status Reports which enable you to track your students' progress monthly throughout the application cycle. If you have not yet ordered reports for your centre, find out how to subscribe to Adviser Track at www.ucas.ac.uk/advisers/online/advisertrack .

A yearly subscription costs £50 (including VAT). Once you have subscribed, the Applicant Status Report will be available in Apply from the first of the following month and throughout the rest of the cycle.  Adviser Track will provide you with online access to the current status of your students’ UCAS applications and is updated on the first of every month. 

2012 application cycle

There are some significant changes to the application process to be made during the 2012 cycle. These are: the introduction of extended character sets; and the provision of additional contextual data to universities and colleges.

· Extended character sets

In the 2012 cycle, applicants will be able to enter into certain fields of their application form an extended range of (Unicode) character sets such as â é õ č.  This will apply to the UCAS, GTTR and CUKAS schemes.  We are doing this in order to support the Welsh Language Act (1993) and in doing so, further allowing applicants to enter other extended characters.

The fields that will accept extended character sets will be limited and principally for name, address, personal statement and reference fields.  It will be clear to applicants on the application form which fields will accept the extended characters.  Information shown in Apply will refer to the extended characters as ‘European characters’.

As the technology in some universities and colleges may not accept data containing Unicode characters, applicants, or their referee, will have to approve a more simplified ASCII version of their application. Any European characters that have been used will be substituted by an ASCII English character version.  A full list of character substitutions will be available on ucas.com for applicants in due course.

· Contextual data

Many institutions already use the contextual information that is available within the data supplied as part of the UCAS application – such as whether an applicant has been in care.  Some institutions go further and use significant resources collecting other, relevant contextual data.

For the 2012 application cycle, UCAS will be able to provide additional contextual data from publicly available data sets to those institutions who wish to use it.  This is one of a number of shared services being developed by UCAS for the benefit of the HE sector, and comes in response to a number of requests from institutions to provide such information.

The ‘basket of data’ that will be made available has been agreed through consultation with SPA and the institutions that currently use such data, together with agreement from the administrations of the UK.  

The information that UCAS will provide is:

· average school GCSE performance of students achieving five A*-C including English or Welsh and Mathematics or equivalent

· England, Wales and Northern Ireland

· Scottish Standard grade equivalent

· average point score for best eight GCSEs

· England, Wales and Northern Ireland

· Scottish Standard grade equivalent

· average QCA points per A-level entry (or equivalent)

· England, Wales, Northern Ireland

· Scottish Highers equivalent

· average QCA points per A-level student (or equivalent)

· England, Wales, Northern Ireland

· Scottish Highers equivalent

· percentage of students entitled to free school meals

· England, Wales, Scotland, Northern Ireland

· note: this information has been sourced by local authority

· percentage entitled to educational maintenance allowance – (note this information will be available for one year only as this data will no longer be collected in England).

· England, Wales, Scotland, Northern Ireland

· lives in a low progression to higher education neighbourhood (Polar 2).

The information will be linked to the applicant or can be made available as generic data sets. It will initially be available for the 2009 and 2010 academic years.

Course fees

Recent changes to policy on student finance arrangements and higher education funding mean many universities may be delayed in planning and confirming the courses they will be offering for 2012 entry and the fees they charge.

For those Home and EU students wishing to enter English universities and colleges from 1 September 2012, Course Search will be live from May 2011, whilst fees information will be available in early July 2011. It is likely that similarly titled courses at different institutions will charge different fees.  As more detail becomes available on the cost of studying at institutions in Wales, Northern Ireland and Scotland from 2012 we will publish the information on our website.

Little Guide 2012

Please find enclosed your complimentary copy of the Little Guide 2012 (RRP £1.99). This useful and popular publication has been designed as an introductory guide for potential applicants on topics such as what to study, where to study, how to get started and when to apply.

Please be aware that the Little Guide 2012 is available free of charge at all UCAS education conventions in the UK, subject to availability.  Please ensure that your students pick up their complimentary copy by visiting the UCAS stand.  Visit www.ucas.com/events/conventions for more information.

Educational organisations benefit from a 50% discount and pay only £1 per copy. The Little Guide 2012 can be purchased in shrink-wrapped packs of 10 or individual copies.  Postage and packaging charges for this item are calculated by consignment weight so if you would like to order some additional copies please contact our Publication Services Team using email publicationservices@ucas.ac.uk or fax +44 (0)1242 544 806.

2012 big map 

We enclose a copy of the 2012 big map.  This popular fold-out guide for applicants contains a large map of the UK showing the locations of all the higher education institutions in the UCAS scheme.  In addition, the guide provides the number of full-time students and approximate weekly accommodation costs for each university and college, as well as information to help applicants in using our online application service, Apply.  

You can order further copies of the map free of charge, but there is a postage and packing charge of £6 per box.  Each box contains a maximum of 200 maps.  Please note that this postage cost is applicable to orders despatched to UK addresses only, international postage charges will apply to orders despatched outside the UK.  Please email publicationservices@ucas.ac.uk or fax +44 (0)1242 544 806 with your requirements. We are happy to invoice, but we need a purchase order number before we can process your order.

Third party enclosures (sent to UK addresses only)
Cambridge ESOL
Cambridge ESOL has included an information leaflet about Cambridge English Advanced. For further information please contact them at Cambridge.recognition@cambridgeesol.org 

Maastricht University

Please find enclosed a poster advertising their open day on 26 March 2011.

The Royal Commission on Environmental Pollution (RCEP) HEI
The Royal Commission on Environmental Pollution published their final report ‘Demographic Change and the Environment’ on the 16 February. The report explores the potential environmental challenges that the UK will face as a result of demographic change (changes in the number and distribution of people) in the UK in the years up to 2050. The report and summary can be downloaded from www.rcep.org.uk/reports/29-demographics/29-demographics.htm.

If you have any feedback relating to this mailing, please email me at monthly.mail@ucas.ac.uk  
Yours sincerely 
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Andrea Robertson

Director of Customer Operations

Revenue generated by advertising is invested by UCAS in order to enhance our applications services and to keep the cost to applicants as low as possible. UCAS and UCAS Media do not endorse promotional material from any organisation.

