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Dear Colleague
I have pleasure in enclosing the November mailing for 2011 from UCAS and UCAS Media.
What’s in this month’s mailing:

· IMPORTANT REMINDER – Action required  

· Independent applicants and getting references

· 2012 application deadline reminder
· Follow your students using the staff version of Apply
· Technical reminder

· Christmas closing times

UCAS 2012 applications

Remember, 15 January deadline falls on a Sunday

Please ensure that any staff who complete references and who subsequently need to approve and send applications have the authority set in the staff version of Apply well in advance of the deadline, and if necessary are available over the weekend of 14/15 January. This will avoid unnecessary calls to UCAS which may lead to delays and applications being completed as late. 

Customer Operations’ opening hours during the January closing date period are: 

	w/c 2 January 2012
	
	w/c 9 January 2012
	
	w/c 16 January 2012

	Mon
	Closed 
	
	Mon
	08.30 - 19.00
	
	Mon
	08.30 - 18.00

	Tue
	08.30 - 18.00
	
	Tue
	08.30 - 19.00
	
	Tue
	08.30 - 18.00

	Wed
	08.30 - 18.00
	
	Wed
	08.30 - 19.00
	
	Wed
	08.30 - 18.00

	Thu
	08.30 - 18.00
	
	Thu
	08.30 - 19.00
	
	Thu
	08.30 - 18.00

	Fri
	08.30 - 18.00
	
	Fri
	08.30 - 19.00
	
	Fri
	08.30 - 18.00

	Sat
	09.00 - 17.00
	
	Sat
	09.00 - 17.00
	
	Sat
	Closed 

	Sun
	10.00 - 16.00
	
	Sun
	10.00 - 16.00
	
	Sun
	Closed 


Applicants applying but not attending your school, college or Apply centre

Last year we introduced a method for applicants who had started an application as an individual to be linked to your centre for the whole application, or just to obtain a reference. Here is a reminder of what the applicant needs to do and then how you should action the request.

If an applicant wishes to be linked to your school, college or centre, give them the buzzword and tell them to:
· log in to Apply
· click on ‘Options’
· click on ‘Link your application to your school, college or organisation’
· enter buzzword - confirm school
· wait for reply.
You then:

· log in to the staff version of Apply
· click on ‘Link applications to centre’ 
· click on ‘Applicants to be part of centre’
· click on applicant’s name and move into desired group.

If an applicant wishes to request a reference from you and does not want to be linked to your school, college or centr, give them the buzzword and tell them to:
· log in to Apply
· click on ‘Options’
· click on ‘Ask a registered school, college or organisation to write your reference only’
· enter buzzword - confirm school
· wait for reply.
You then:

· log in to the staff version of Apply
· click on ‘Applicant requests reference only’ 
· click on the ‘Yes’ option. 
On-time deadline reminder for 2012 applications
The deadline for the majority of UCAS applications to be guaranteed equal consideration will be midnight on 15 January 2012.  For applications to be considered as ‘on-time’ they must be submitted to UCAS by the deadline.  We highly recommend that applications are submitted by you before the deadline so they can be processed efficiently around this busy time.  Just to remind you, the following calendar can be used as a guideline for your students over the next few months.

	15 January 2012
	Application deadline for the receipt at UCAS of applications for all courses except those listed with a 15 October deadline, and art and design courses with a 24 March deadline. 

	24 February 2012
	UCAS Extra begins.

Applicants that have used all five choices and do not hold offers, for whatever reason, will be eligible to start using UCAS Extra.

	24 March 2012
	Application deadline for the receipt at UCAS of applications for art and design courses except those listed with a 15 January deadline.


Follow your students using the staff version of Apply
To help your students through the deadlines please remember to check your application status lists on the staff version of Apply. These status lists (which expand throughout the year) include:

· application(s) needing approval 

· reference(s) not started 

· reference(s) in progress 

· reference(s) needing approval 

· application(s) ready to send to UCAS 

· application(s) have been sent to UCAS.

You may also email your applicants’ reminders throughout this time, either personally from your centre, or using a template within the staff version of Apply:

· log in to the staff version of Apply

· click on ‘applications’ then choose ‘All’

· dependent on your access permissions, your student group will appear with an email icon next to the group name

· click the email icon

· set up your email

· send your email.
Technical reminder in the lead up to the 15 January deadline

To ensure that we are able to support all users of Apply, we would like to remind you to log out of Staff Apply when not in use, rather than allowing the system to time out. This is essential for the security of data being provided by applicants and yourselves, and helps us to provide a continual service, especially at key times in the application cycle.

Christmas is coming!

UCAS’ offices will be closed between 24 December 2011 and 2 January 2012 inclusive during the Christmas period.  However, all of our web services will operate as usual over this period.
Schools’ research panel

Would you be willing to give your views on UCAS’ products and services, perhaps as part of a larger consultation (such as the Admissions Process Review or Qualifications Information Review)?  
UCAS’ Market Intelligence Team regularly conducts research amongst a wide range of schools and FE colleges across the whole of the UK.  We are looking to add to our panel of UCAS correspondents who occasionally would be willing to participate in research such an informal telephone interview.   We are looking for a mix of schools and colleges, including:

· Maintained schools, independent schools, grammar schools and academies

· Sixth form colleges and FE colleges

· Deprived and affluent areas

· Urban and rural areas

· Schools with high, medium and low levels of progression to higher education

If you would be willing to join this panel, please email the following information to Susie Price, Market Intelligence Analyst, at s.price@ucas.ac.uk

· Your name and job title

· School name and location

· Brief profile of the school and its students

· Optional: Any topics you are particularly interested in giving your views on

· Email address and phone number

Your views would be treated in the strictest confidence, in accordance with Market Research Society's Code of Conduct.  Your comments would not be reported with your name or school or college name and your details would not be shared with any third party. 

The Stamford Test

The Stamford Test is a free UCAS service that was launched over 10 years ago to provide guidance for students on which subjects they may wish to study.

Whilst we recognise that such a tool is still required, there are now a greater number of factors in play when making these crucial decisions.  In light of this, we have decided to remove the Stamford Test from ucas.com at the end of November, by which time the majority of applicants will have completed their research for 2012.

We’re pleased to announce that we are now scoping the requirements for a brand new tool. This will take into account additional factors such as qualifications and career aspirations in order to ensure students are fully informed of all the options open to them as they research entry into higher education. Further details on this new tool will be provided next year.

If you have any questions relating to the Stamford Test, please call us on 0845 123 8001.

What do Graduates Do? 
Please find enclosed a complimentary copy of the latest issue of What Do Graduates Do? which shows the destinations of graduates from the 2010 cohort. Further copies are priced at £14.95 and can be purchased using the enclosed order form or at www.ucasbooks.com. The publication details the destinations of graduates six months after graduation. There is a wealth of useful information available across 26 subjects to inform you about what graduates from different courses went on to do. The report is an annual publication produced jointly by the Higher Education Careers Services Unit (HECSU), the Association of Graduate Careers Advisory Services (AGCAS) and UCAS.
Student Finance Tour, Department for Business, Innovation and Skills – Reminder Schools and colleges – English schools only
The Student Finance Tour is taking place across England visiting year 13 pupils in secondary schools, sixth form and general FE colleges until 15 January 2012. The tour sessions will help young people, their parents and sponsors understand the changes to higher education student finance and how this will affect them.  The tour is being extended to provide greater flexibility on dates for schools and colleges and to offer extra sessions for parents.
To find out more and book a visit, schools and colleges can email the Tour Team on student.finance@eventms.com or call 0151 350 1532.  
UCAS events

For details of forthcoming UCAS events, please see the Events Update flyer enclosed which gives details of conferences and exhibitions, or visit the website www.ucas.com/events.
Third party enclosures

Aston University – English schools only

Aston University in Birmingham is organising its 17th annual Admissions Conference for Heads of Sixth Form and HE guidance professionals on Friday 6 January 2012. The conference will address current and future issues related to entry to university with contributions from external speakers and Aston University staff. Keynote speakers will include Mary Curnock Cook, the Chief Executive of UCAS, and Professor Julia King, Aston University's Vice Chancellor and member of the Browne Review Panel. Over 200 delegates attend each year from across the UK. Feedback is consistently excellent.

The enclosed A5 postcard includes booking details: www.aston.ac.uk/teachers. The conference is free and booking is essential on a first-come first-served basis. The conference also includes the opportunity to visit Aston University's self contained campus in Birmingham city centre, view our facilities and meet our staff and students. 

In terms of context, Aston University receives over 13,000 UCAS applications for 2,000 places and has an average grade on entry of ABB-AAB from best three A levels. A wide range of other qualifications are also accepted. 

According to Government (HESA) figures for 2011, Aston has the highest proportion of students taking integrated sandwich placement years or year abroad programmes of all UK universities, leading to a consistently outstanding record for graduate employment success. In 2010-11 over 87% of Aston graduates who entered employment entered "graduate level" jobs. This figure placed Aston fifth in the UK and first outside London in the 2012 Sunday Times University Guide.

Brightside Trust

Brightside is a national charity. We use online technology to connect, inform and inspire young people to achieve their full potential through education. Our free online resources include a student budget calculator and Bright Knowledge, the essential guide to careers, education and student life. www.thebrightsidetrust.org/
City University 

City University has enclosed a poster.
If you have any feedback relating to this mailing, please email me at monthly.mail@ucas.ac.uk.  
Yours sincerely 

[image: image1.png]Prdven Goerman.




Andrea Robertson

Director of Customer Operations 
Revenue generated by advertising is invested by UCAS in order to enhance our applications services and to keep the cost to applicants as low as possible. UCAS / UCAS Media do not endorse promotional material from any organisation.
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