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Dear Colleague

October mailing 2011

I have pleasure in enclosing the October mailing for 2011 from UCAS and UCAS Media. 

What’s in the mailing?

· 2012 application cycle 

· 15 October deadline

· New BTECs –  ACTION REQUIRED

· Early start dates

· Distance contract regulations – IMPORTANT REMINDER

· Invitation to attend an interview or audition or provide a portfolio, essay or other piece of work – IMPORTANT REMINDER

· Adviser Track 2012 and Applicant Status Reports

· SLC – Student Loans Company 

· 2010/11 Progression Report – analyse where your students apply and where they were accepted
· Contact us and where to find information

· Staff Changes – ACTION REQUIRED

· Learn more about writing references and the new-look UCAStv website

· Publications Catalogue and Addendum leaflet

· Careers – bookstore login information

· UCAS events update

· Qualifications Information Review update
· Third party enclosures

2012 applications

The application process for 2012 entry is now well underway with the initial focus on early applications for the universities of Oxford and Cambridge and courses in medicine, dentistry, veterinary medicine and veterinary science ahead of the 15 October deadline which falls on a Saturday.

New BTECs and the staff area of Apply – ACTION REQUIRED

Following the introduction of the Qualifications and Credit Framework (QCF), Edexcel’s BTEC qualifications have changed their names and sizes. Therefore, when you are selecting the BTEC qualifications offered by your school to add to your qualifications short list in Staff Apply, please ensure that you are selecting the correct qualification.

The new QCF BTECs can be found within the ‘QCF Qualifications’ section, alongside all other vocational qualifications in the new framework. They are separate from the old BTECs which can still be found in ‘Occupational/Vocational’. Please ensure that you select the correct qualification as offered by your school, so that your students are able to enter the details correctly, and admissions staff will know which qualifications applicants offer.

If you require any further help locating your school’s qualifications in the staff area of Apply, please do not hesitate to contact us at quals@ucas.ac.uk.

Early start dates

Applicants are able to choose courses with start dates beginning early in the year, for example January, February and March. If your students include these courses please ensure that replies to any offers are made early to avoid disappointment.

A university may withdraw their offer if an applicant fails to reply in time, or may withdraw their offer once the course has started, if an applicant has failed to reply. 

Distance contract regulations – IMPORTANT REMINDER

Please remind your applicants that they should check their application details carefully to ensure details are correct before they send their application to UCAS. Applicants will only have seven days (previously applicants had 14 days) in which to contact us if they have made a mistake. 

Invitation to attend an interview or audition or provide a portfolio, essay or other piece of work – IMPORTANT REMINDER

An ‘invitation decision’ is used by universities and colleges to invite applicants to attend an interview or audition or provide a portfolio or other piece of work.

Applicants who receive these notifications must respond to the invitation on Track. They can accept or decline the invitation or even request an alternative date. Please ensure that students who have chosen a course that may invite them for interview or audition or other piece of work, familiarise themselves with Track and that they reply to those invitations in good time. 

Reminder on how to view and reply to invitation decisions: 

· Log in to UCAS Track

· Click on Choices in the menu bar at the top of the page

· Click on the course code where the Invitation decision appears

· Details of the Invitation will appear with a reply to invitation option 

· The applicant then replies with one of three options. 

Adviser Track 2012 and Applicant Status Reports
Once again the adviser section of Apply will allow you to keep track of the daily changes to your students’ applications. This process is linked to the subscription service through which we produce monthly status reports on your students. 

The cost of this service remains at £50.00 including VAT.  To subscribe, email reportsforschools@ucas.ac.uk and include your school or college code.

If you did not subscribe for the 2011 cycle it is possible to provide you with your Applicant Status Report for 2011 plus use of Adviser Track for 2012.  This will only be available until 30 November 2011 and the cost will be £120 including VAT.  

Applicants can share their data with the Student Loans Company
Applicants who live in England, Northern Ireland or Wales can choose, in Apply or Track, to share some of their application details with the Student Loans Company to make applying for student finance much quicker. In Apply they can also request that UCAS sends them a reminder (by email or SMS text message) of when applications for student finance are open. Links to Student Finance NI, Student Finance Wales (and Cyllid Myfyrwyr Cymru) and Student Finance England will then become available in Track. Please ask your students to look out for instructions that will appear in Apply and Track on how to use the service.

Applicants who live in Scotland can apply for finance through the Student Awards Agency for Scotland at www.saas.gov.uk in April 2012 and should apply by 30 June 2012 to guarantee their funding is in place at the start of their course.
2010/11 Progression Report - analyse where your students apply and where they were accepted

UCAS’ 2010/11 entry cycle Progression Report will be available in November 2011 and provides data enabling you to analyse where your students apply, where they are accepted and how this compares to previous cycles; Ideal for facilitating management and statutory reporting, benchmarking, marketing, promoting HE progression success and IAG. The Progression Report costs £125 plus VAT.  To see a sample, go to www.ucasmedia.com/whatweoffer/datainsight/ucasprogressionreport.

You can now order 2010/11 Progression, Offers and Competitors Reports, including 2012 Adviser Track, through UCAS’s bookstore. Alternatively you can download an order form by visiting www.ucasbooks.co.uk/acatalog/Adviser_Track_and_Progression_Reports.html and emailing it back to reportsforschools@ucas.ac.uk or faxing to 01242 544 806.

Contact us and where to find information
Please note that we provide regular updates for staff through the news sections of our website at www.ucas.com/advisers/news. 

You can find current and past mailings on the UCAS website at www.ucas.com/about_us/publicationservices/monthlymailings.  Please pass this link to staff who deal with UCAS applications.

Staff changes – ACTION REQUIRED

To ensure that you continue to receive regular communications, please keep your contact details updated and review them regularly. All letters are sent to the named contact at your centre and can become out-of-date quickly. Please email any changes to contact details to customerdatabase@ucas.ac.uk.

Learn more about writing references on the new-look UCAStv website
Visit www.ucas.tv and experience the new sleeker design and functionality of UCAStv. You can now share the videos you find most useful with your students and colleagues by embedding them in your own website and sharing them to social networks.

UCAStv contains a video channel specifically for advisers – click on the ‘For advisers’ playlist to see all videos available as well as the video guide to help you when writing references for your applicants. The video includes suggestions on what to include in a reference, advice when writing about your school or college, and other advisers talking about how they manage references. You can also view the videos for students, parents and HE staff. 

To continue to improve UCAStv we need to know what you think of it. Giving us feedback is easy - leave a comment below any of the videos, complete the contact form on the site or email us your thoughts at ucasonline@ucas.ac.uk.

Publications Catalogue and Addendum leaflet

Please find enclosed our Publications Catalogue 2011 - 2012. It contains all the latest and most popular guides for students and advisers. Also included is an Addendum leaflet of new editions and specially selected titles to supplement our existing range. We are excited to introduce some new products which we hope that you find useful, the full range of which you can find on our online bookstore www.ucasbooks.com. 

Careers - bookstore login information

As we start a new academic year, did you know that you can now place orders for priced publications, Progression Reports and Adviser Track directly on www.ucasbooks.com using the log in and invoice facility?  A letter with your bookstore log in details has recently been sent to your registered UCAS contact; however please feel free to email publicationservices@ucas.ac.uk to find out what your log in details are.

UCAS events update

A flyer is enclosed giving details of future conferences and exhibitions. Full details of forthcoming UCAS events can be found at www.ucas.com/events.

Qualifications Information Review update

The Qualifications Information Review has completed the initial information gathering phase. This phase ran from February 2011 to June 2011 and included UK-wide stakeholder focus groups and a series of online surveys.

The findings from the information gathering phase have led to the development of models for further consultation. These models will be used for scenario testing at another series of focus groups with HEI admissions staff during September and October. These focus groups will inform further development of the proposed changes, which will then be subject to approval by the UCAS Board in 
December. Early in 2012 the proposals will be released to a wide range of stakeholders for final consultation.

For further information about this review please see the QIR pages at: www.ucas.com/qireview.
Third party enclosures

Hotcourses

Hotcourses have included a flyer in the mailing.

Royal Institute of Chartered Surveyors

Have included a leaflet in the mailing. 

If you have any feedback relating to this mailing, please email me at monthly.mail@ucas.ac.uk. 

Yours sincerely 
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Andrea Robertson

Director of Customer Operations

Revenue generated by advertising is invested by UCAS in order to enhance our applications services and to keep the cost to applicants as low as possible. UCAS and UCAS Media do not endorse promotional material from any organisation.
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